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V  "CHAPTER in " ^1)1- V

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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The hi story o-f the Presbyterian Church in Colonial America is the?

remarkab1e story of how the Church grew, from the day of small things, to

b0c;ome a t ru. J. y na t i ona 1 Presby ter i an Church » By the end of the cn 1 on i a 1

era. the Pre^sbyter:ian Church had become a national church in more than one

sense« First, apart from New England the Church was scattered ttu'oughout

t he en t i r e c oli n 11-'^y « He:) i"00 ve , sh e i"»ad a n a t i ona 1 o 1-'g an i z a t i on t.u"icl e t he

ausp:t.ces and autl'iority of the E>ynod soon to become a natiorial General

Assembly overseeing several Synods, Furthermore, as the Church was located

i n a new na t i on t ha t she had he ] ped to b r i ng t o b .1 r t h , s!"ie was soon t o

become the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, In

addition, dtiring the colonial period the Church had t an sc ended her'

1"! i s {; o I-' i c an d e t h n i c r :l g i n s i n Eu i'-op e t o b ec oin0 a un i g ue 1 y Ame r i c an

Prejsbytern.an Church, F-inally, ther Church had be^come national in the sense

that , for- better" or for- wor-se, she was closely associated with this new

Amer'ica.n riat:i. on!; if not politically, cer'tainly cultu.i'ally and

psycholog ical 1 y, as far" as the futur"e destiny of country and church was

concerned,

The c:ur"r"ent chapter' char"ts the? cour"se of the Chur"ch in the ea.r"ly

national pei-iod fr'om the I'ZSO's to the 1830's. In tr'eating this per"iod, we

describe the Constitution of the Gener'al Assembly, bhe Chur"ch s ministry

a n c:l |"j o !I. i t y, li e r" m i s s) i o n and p a r" t :i c i p a t i o i") i n t l"t 0 s o - c a 11 e d Eva n g e 1 i c a 1

United Fm:)nt, the gather"ing stor'ni clouds of church contr"over"sy, and the

resulting Old School-—New School Controversy. This history is an integral

part of the PCA''-s h.i stor"ical background since she t;r"ace-s her histor-ical

roots back thr"ough the Southern, and to some extent Nor"thern, Pr'esbyterian

Chur"ch to the Chur'ch of this eai-'ly national pervLod, How did the
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Presbyter:i.an Churcl i respond to the challenge of being a neisi national church

in a c h a n g i ri g c o u n t r- y a n d c u 11 u. r 0' ?

CONST rrUTIDN OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

!'J I"! e n P r e s h) y t; e r-- i a n s g a. t h e r'- e d t o g i v e t h a n k s f o r p e a c e i n 1.7 S 3, t h 0 y n o t

only looked to the recent past with pi-^aise for God's remaid^ab le providence,

but to the lunminent future with eschatolog leal enthusiasm and optimism..

Pastor George Duffield in Ph i ladelp>h ia linked the future of the United

States with that of Christ's kingdom in terms of 'our Amer:!. can Z ion': 'Here

has oL.ir God ei-'et:.; t ecJ a bannei" af c: i v i 1 ad r e 1 i g i ous 1 i ber t y a And p 1-^epa i-^ed

an asylum for the poor and oppressed from every part of the earth.' Here

in Anierica political liberty would set thc^ stage for social eguality and

economic prosperity.. Here the sons of science would enlighten the whole

world with knowledge. Here? the pure^ religion of Jesus., as opposed to

f a r in a .1 f o .1.1 i e s a n d d 0 n o m i n a t i o n a 1 d i s t i n c t i o n s, w o u. !L d r e i g n, o v 0 r c o m i n g

Vi i;;;e and i mmoi-^a 1 ;i ty and pomot ing love to God and b0nevla;i. ence to man.. Hare

J e s u s v-j o 11.1 d g o f o r t h c: o n g u e r i n 9 and t o c o n g u 0 r, a n d f r o 1 n h e r 0 H i s g o s p e 1

would go forth till the heathe^n were his inheritance sind Israel restored..

H 0 !•■■ e w a u 1 d t ti e a n c i e n t p r o m i s e s o f g r ace a n d g 1 o r y b e f u 1 f i 11 e d t :i. 11 all

the nations had be:?come the Lord's kingdom and piety and peace reigned upon

earth (JPH 52, 458f)

This spirit of optimism and enthusiasm flowed from an historical as

j e 11 a s a n e c l"i a t o 1 o g i c: a 1 i n s p i r a t i o n .. For e a m pie, J o I •) n N i t h e r s p o o n,

perhap?s 'ef 1 ec; t i ng bh0 Bco11 i sh skept i c: i sm of n 1 i 110nn i a 1 ism a t ttie

Westminster Assembly, based his optimism more on history long-term history

than on shor b--tervn escha bol ogy. Given God's grace human depravity did not

n e c 0 s s a r i I y p r 0 c 1 u d 0 h u m a n p r o g r 0 s s a t 1 e a s t i n a r e 1 a t i v 0 s e n s e „


