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THE FRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED ETATES OF AMERICA

- CHARPTER TIT
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The history of the Fresbhbyterian Church  in Colonial Americe is  the
renarkable story  of how  the Church arew, from the day of small things, to
becomg & truly national Fresbyterian Churoh. By the end of the colonial
era the Fresbyiterian Church  had become a national churoch in more than one
SENGE. First, apart from New England the Church was scatbtered throughout
the entire countery. Moresver, she nad a national organization wider the
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arng authoeity of the Synod soon bo become & national  General

Assenb ly overseeing several Synods.  Furthermore, as the Chaech was located
in a new nation  thet she had helped to bring to birth, she was soon to
hecoms the Fresbyberian Chuarch  in the United States of ~America. In

addition, during the colonial period the Church  had  transcended her

historic and  ethnic origins  in BEweope  to become & wniguely  dAmerican
Fresbyterian Church. Finally, the Church had becoms naltional in the senss
that , +or better or for worse, she was closely associliated with this new
AmEE Loan rnationy iF not politically, certainly cul burally and
peychotogiocal ly, as  far as  the fubureg destiny of countey and chuwrch was
CONCRrTed.

The current ohapter charts the course of the Churoh in the early

.

raticnal period from the 1780°s to the 18307

i

In treating this period, we
describe the LConstitution of the General Assembly, bhe Church s ministery
and polity, her mission  and participaticn  in the so-called Evangelical
United Feont, the gathering storm clouwds  of chaech controversy, and the

rasulting Uld  School-—-New School Controversy. This history is an integral

part of the FUA's  historical beckground since she Lraces hase hilistorical

poots back  threough the Southern, and to some extent Northern, Fresbyterian

Church to the  Chuech  of  this early national peciod. How  did the
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Fraaiyy tecian Churoh cegpond o the challenge of being & new national church

in a changing countey and culture?

CORSTITUTION OF THE GERERAL OSSEMELY

When Fresbhyteriang gathered to give thanks for peace in 17834, they not

only looked to bthe recent pé

st with praise for God’'s remsarkable providence,
Lut to the dtmminent  Ffuture with eschatological enthusissm  and optismism,
Festor George  Duffield in Fhiladelphia linked the futwues of the United
Btates with that of Christ’s kingdom in ferms of ‘our Aoerican Zion '@ Here
has our God erected & banner of civil and religious liberty: Ond prepared
an asyium  for the poor and oppressed from every part of tine earth.’ Here
in Americae  palitical liberty would set the stage for socisel equality and
economnic proasperity. Hare the sons of sclence would enlighten the whole
worrla with knowledge. Here the pure religion of Jesus, as opposed  to

fornal follies  and denominaticnal distinctions, would eeign, overooming

Wi and dimmorality and promoting love to God and benevolence Lo man., Hare
Jesus would go forth conguering and  to conguer, and fromn here His gospel
would go  Fforth till  the heathen were his inheritance and Israel restored.
Hers would  the ancient promises of grace and glory be fulfilled till all
the nations had become the Lord’s kingdom and piety and peace reigned wpon
earth (3PH 52, 45984

This spicit  of optimism  and enthusiasm  Flowed from an historical as
well as  an eschatological  inspiration. Far example, John Witherspoon,
parhaps  redlecting the Scottizh skeplticism of wmillennisalism &t the

Hestminstar Asesambly, Das

2l his gptimism more on history long-term history
than on  short-teern sschatology. Given God’'s grace human depravity did not

recessarily preciude human progress at least in a relative sense.



